Media Statement
WORKSHOPS ON EARLY SCHOOL LEAVING PREVENTION START IN KNJAŽEVAC, BELA PALANKA
AND PROKUPLJE UNDER RECI PROJECT
The action Pre and elementary schooling of Roma: fostering opportunities for greater
attainment and early school leaving reduction (RECI) is funded by the European Union and
implemented by the World Vision Austria led consortium of partners including Agroinvest
Foundation Serbia, Western Balkans Institute, Preschool Teacher Training College ‘’Mihailo
Palov’’ Vršac, Cultural Information Center ‘’Pralipe’’ Pirot with the support of the Ministry of
Labour, Employment, Veteran and Social Affairs as the main beneficiary of the project. This
action is part of the project European Union Support to Inclusive Society, supported by the
European Union with a grant fund of 4.331.275,56 million euro and managed by the Delegation
of the European Union to the Republic of Serbia
RECI project was created with the idea to contribute to increased Roma children attainment in
pre-school education as well as to decrease Roma students’ early school leaving in elementary
schools.
The first workshop on early school leaving (ESL) prevention will take place in Knjaževac on June
6 at 11 a.m, in the premises of elementary school Vuk Karadžić; in Bela Planaka, Crvena Reka,
on June 7 at 10 a.m. in the premises of elementary school Jovan Aranđelović; and in Prokuplje
on June 8 at 10 a.m, in the premises of elementary school Milić Rakić Mirko.
Workshop participants are elementary schools staff, including directors and pedagogists,
Centers for Social Work, Local Youth Offices and local NGO partners.
During the first worshop, participants will discuss and agree on mechanisms of ESL prevention
they will be implementing in the local context during the academic year 2016/2017, and in
particular through (peer) tutoring program and strategy on set up ealry warning mechanism for
youth at risk of ESL. Peer tutoring program will connect 45 selected tutors to work with 45
tutees at risk of ESL.
The second workshop will follow in early September with the focus on concrete steps and
action plan for implementation of the program at elementary schools. Both worshops would
result in fostered inter sectoral cooperation at local level in the area of Roma education and
ESL.

