


In Macedonia ...

In Montenegro...

In Serbia...

Youth participation in Serbia is objective of the
National Youth Strategy2007-2013.0ne of the
Strategy's leading principles is active youth
participation in decision making processes and
activities contributing to the development of
better society. “ Encouraging youth to actively
participate in the society” is the first general
objective set in the Strategy. Among the specif-
ic objectives stipulated are the following: to
motivate, educate and support youth to active-
ly participate in the society; to enhance the
quality and equal coverage of the programs
contributing to active participation of youth in
the society; to increase the participation of
young women on top, leading and/or manage-

In Macedonia, National Youth Strategy in
Macedonia defines the following objective in the
field of youth participation:active youth partici-
pation in societal processes of public interest
and processes of decision making. Among
specific objectives the following are set: to
enhance active youth participation; to remove all
barriers  (administrative, inter-generational,
legal, etc) that hamper youth participation at
local and national level; to promote youth right
to associate;

In Montenegro, National Youth Action Plande-
fines youth participation improvement objectives
in the countryvery precisely and ambitiously.
Under Participation in community life chapter,
numerous indicators of youth participation
improvement have been stipulated including:
increased number and ways of youth participa-
tion in decision making processes; participation
of youth in policy making and implementation
of other documents (laws and strategies);
raising awareness of the importance of active
involvement of youth; open political space for
the involvement of youth; increase number and
variety of mechanisms for involvement of
youth in decision making processes; improved

rial positions; to develop youth cooperation and
conditions for participation in decision making
processes through sustainable framework and
based on the needs of youth and in partnership
with youth; to adopt the concept of joined
process and decision making management
forming the baseline for cooperation between
the local and national bodies dealing with
youth.

The Law on Youth from 2011 among key princi-
ples stipulates active youth participation: “ All,
and in particular subjects of the national youth
policy, forge supporting environment and give
active support in realization of youth activities,
taking initiatives and their meaningful partici-

satisfaction of youth with available opportuni-
ties for involvement in decision making process-
es; increased percentage of youth participation
at the local and national levels; positive
feedback from citizens, NGOs and governmen-
tal officials on the importance and scope of
achieved youth participation; increased number
and quality of implemented youth participation
programs; increased satisfaction of youth
regarding youth participation;

Existing draft Law on Youthin Montenegroas
specific objective stipulates “creation of environ-
ment for providing support to youth in organiz-
ing, societal activities, participation in decision
making processes, development and achieving

of personal and societal potentials, through
using intersectoral approach”. Youth participa-
tion has been defined as public interest in the
field of youth policy™.

pation in decision making and implementation
processes which contribute to personal and
societal development and are based on the full
information received”.

"Government of Montenegro, 2014, Draft Law on Youth, article 5. paragraph®.




European Youth Reportcovering every 3 year
period is a progress monitoring mechanism in
the EU member countries and candidate
countries for implementation of the European
Youth Strategy. This document is based on data
gathered from the National Youth Reports that
all the EU member countries must and acces-
sion countries should prepare and submit to the
responsible DG within the European Commis-
sion. The process of National Youth Report
preparationis lead by the national body respon-
sible for youth. All relevant stakeholders, from
national and regional authorities to civil society,
youth and “for youth” NGOs should be involved
in the drafting process of the National Youth
Report.

Eight areas of monitoring of the progess in
improving the youth position in European
countries are the following: 1) education and
training; 2) employment and entrepreneurship;
3] health and well-being; 4) youth participa-
tion; 5 voluntary activities; 8] social inclusion;
7) youth and the world; 8) creativity and
culture;

Evidence-based policy making is one of the key
principles of the European Youth Report. This
document is a result of compiling various data
and researches. Involvement of young people
in drafting of the National Youth Report is
necessary for ensuring quality, relevance and

Youth participation
and reporting on
the European
Youth Strategy

European Youth Strategyfor the period 2010 -
2018 was adopted in 2009 by the Council of
Ministers responsible for youth as the European
youth policy framework for the next decade.
The Strategy encompasses 3 comprehensive
and interrelated objectives: 1) to create more
possibilities for youth in education and employ-
ment; 2) to enhance access and participation of
the youth in a community; 3) to promote
solidarity amongst a community and the young
people living in it;

European Youth Strategytends to encourage
the youth to participate in democratic process-
es in a society. This approach is being realized
through: a)development of mechanisms for

effectiveness of youth policy as public policy.
Involvement of young people in shaping imple-
mentation and evaluation of youth policies
contributes to an overall confidence in final
results obtained and the line institutions, indicat-
ing position and needs of youth.

Organizations participating in YOUPA project'
believe that it is important to enable young
people to participate in the preparation of the
National Youth Report as an equal partner to the
national authorities in order to ensure unbiased
assessment of the young people position in the
stated areas that would be the reflection of the
real state of affairs and data collected directly
from the target group.

inclusion of youth in dialogue and facilitation of
their participation in shaping of nationalpoli-
cies;b) support to youth organizations, includ-
ing local and national youth councils; c)
promoting participation of less represented
groups of youth in politics, youth organizations,
and civil society organizations; d) ensuring the
“knowhow on participation” from the early age.

2 National Youth Council of Serbia, Croatian Youth Network, National Youth Council of Slovenia, Center for Civic Education, Coalition of Youth Organizations SEGA, WEBIN YOUTH



For governments
in the countries
of the region:

1

Enable large-scale participation in the process:
National Youth Reports should reflect the
progress in implementation of the youth
strategies that contribute to the enhanced
position of youth in 8 relevant areas. In order to
achieve this, it is necessary to include all
interested stakeholders and youth, youth
organizations and organizations for youth in
particular, during the progress assessment in
preparation of the National Youth Reports.This
will increase the accuracy of the image based
on the data gathered directly from the target

group.

2.

Enable participation in all cycles and phases of
the process: It is necessary to include the
relevant stakeholders in all the cycles and
phases of the Report preparation: from the
process conceptualization, situational analysis,
data collecting and interpreting, participation in
the working groups and teams, to organizing
wide consultative process and adoption of the
final text of the report.

Conclusions and
recommendations

4.

Provide for transparencyin the process of
National Youth Report drafting.




For youth
organizations and
organizations for
youth:

1

Educate and inform young people about the
process: In order to ensure participation of all
interested young people in the process of
drafting the report, from the local to the
national level ("bottom up” approach), it is
necessary to educate young people at local and
regional level on the drafting process so as to
ensure youth fully benefits of participating in
the process.

Conclusions and
recommendations

2.

Form the regional team for monitoring of the
processthat is implemented on the national
levels aiming at preparing the Report for the
period 2013 - 2015. The team would consist of
the delegated representatives of the national
youth umrella oranizations. In this way, contin-
uous cooperation and monitoring of youth
participation in the reporting process, exchange
of information and best practices, would be
established.

4,

National Youth Councilsshould encourage
participation of vulnarable groups and minori-
ties in their members throughout the prepara-
tory and drafting process, as well as their
participation in the working goups for monitor-
ing of indicators in specific areas as defined by
the European Youth Strategy.

5

Advocate with the National Youth Councilsof
other regional countries - BiH, Turkey and Albania
- for their active participation in the preparato-
ry and drafting process of the Report for the
period 2016 - 2018. which would further encour-
age European cooperation in youth policy area
and among youth organizations in the Western
Balkansas well as strenghten capacity building
of youth organizations and exchange of experi-
ances and best practices within the sector.
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